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Local and National Groups
Join Forces to Protect
the Santa Clara River

n apressconferenceheld on

y Vdenting's Day, Feb 14h
three conservation groups, the
Center for Biological Diversity,
Friends of the Santa Clara River
and the Wishtoyo Foundatiory
Ventura Coastkeger, announced
that they had fil ed alawsuit hopes
of obtaining better protedion for
the Santa ClaraRiver. Cdlingit a
“Vaentine for the Santa Clara
River” they said the suit, filed
against the U.S. Army Corps of
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"Justicewill not be served |
_ urtil those who are '
{ unaffected are as outraged as }
' those who are." '

Benjamin Franklin ;

Engineas (ACOE) in US District
Court, Central District —Los
Angeles, would bring attentionto
the cumul ative impads of the many
approvals given to concrete
tributaries of theriver. The River
anditstributaries are fadng
devastating impadsto biologicd,
hydrological and cultural resources.
The suit charges the ACOE with
failing to protect this criticdly
endangered River — one of southern
(Continued on page 5)

"Old Glory"
Pico Canyon Oak

Earth Day Event
John Quigley Joinsus

to Celebrate

The Old Glory Oak has survived
another yea inits new location in Pico
Canyon Park, and isleafing out in a
glorious gringtime green.

Although, John Laing Homes had
promised to save thistree and not con-
crete Pico Creek, bulldozers arrived in
late 2002to knock down the magnifi-
cent 400yea old cak.. It was sved
from the axe when John Quigley
climbed into it on Nov. 1st, 2002to
begina 71 day treesit that brought in-
ternational media dtention to the plight
of the Old Glory Oak. Thisadion be-
came famous as one of the first ever
urban treesits. An estimated 10,000
people visited from all over the country
to view the oak and say hell o to John.

John left the treein 2003after a
compromise was reached to move the
ancient oak to aregional park about 1/4
mile away. But tree eperts worried
that the oak would not survive the
move. “If trees were meant to be
moved, God would have given them
fed”, said certified cak expert Rosi Da-
git. “We ae catioudy optimigtic about its
aurvivd” said Johnat Friday's event.

(Continued on page 5)
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Environmentalist’s stopping
schools? — Oh Baloney!

veryone wants goodschods. Educationisthe

foundition of our society. Democracy doesn't
work without an educated voter base that can make
good cedsions. A democracy requiresits citizens to
think critically abou issues, to debate new issues and
change direction when a given strategy does not seem to
be working. Criticism and dscussion from the loyal
oppdasition brings that change and growth. It isthe
fertile soil that keeops our democracy hedthy and
productive. Without an educaed society, nore of thisis
posshble.
Folks that care éout the environment alo, if course,
cae éout ensuring gopodschods

the west side of 1-5) for exactlys
thosereasons. We were
worried about school over-
crowding in spite of the
County’s Development
Monitoring System that was 1
suppased to require adequate 4
classroom spacefor new SCOPE President, Lynne Plambeck
development. We were worried abou the increasing air
pallutionlevels and we were worried about the Valley Oaks
Savannah (Significant Ecologicd Area64) and its treasure
trove of beautiful old native oaks.

A yea later, in alandmark dedsion, the

and agood education for all our Why isit that when SCOPE or any {oq vt ordered the devel oper back to the
children. After all, how can society | Other environmental group wants |yeaying board to investigate the issues of
understand the significance of to preserve a siream or save 08KS fgohoo) and library funding. The result was
planning issues; how can they or not have schools placed Where kine formation of alibrary assessment district
appreciate the beauty of nature and | Children can’t walk to them, are g fnd rew books and facilities as

the interconrectedness of all life  |Weaccused of siopping schods?  |gevel opment is approved, and the tripling of

without it? Without education, hav will our children
make good cedsions about our society’ s future?

People that care @out our environment are dso
parents that want their children to grow up in a hedthy
environment wherethe air is clean, where kids can play
at recesswithout having exercise aurtailed by smog
alerts. They want schools that children can safely walk
tointhe morning. They want schods were clean water
comes out of the drinking fourtain and daesn’t have to
be purchased from a machine.

In 1992 Santa Clarita Org. for Planning and the
Environment, joined by the Sierra Club, chall enged
Newhall Land' s Westridge projed (now being built on

o |

Walk to Shod Day 2005in Alhambra, CA

school impad fees. It was a huge win for our community and
for the County as awhole.

Asour Valey developed, SCOPE has continued to
comment on school isales. We have tried to bring new
concepts that are promoted elsewhere to our Valley. These
include the “Safe Routesto Schod” campaign that promotes
siting of schools where children can walk or ride their bikes
rather than being driven by their parents. We have promoted
siting schools away from high traffic aeas  that children
are not exposed to sources of high air pollution. We helped
organize a presentation to schod facility managers of the
“Cod Schod” concepts used inthe LA Unified School
District. Thisprogram promotes a method d bringing down
the costs of new fadlities by incorporating trees, natives and
unpaved areas into schoal design.

Five yeas ago, SCOPE filed suit against the West Creek
projed in San Francisquito Canyon because of concern over
inadequate water supply and impadsto San Francisquito
Creek, ore of our mgjor sources of ground water. The
developer, Newhall Land and Farming, said we were merely
trying to stop the school and pasted asign onCopperhill
claiming that it was our fault that the schod was not being
built. The Court agreed with us about the water supply isaue
and set West Creek aside for further review. The 2500
hunded wnits are nat there, but the Rio Vista Jr. High is built
and chil dren are attending.

Threeyears ago, SCOPE commented that the location of
the Pico Elementary Schod was the only schod in the

(Continued on page 6)
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Gates King Industrial Project
to receive further review

Project to Return to Planning Commisson in May

Court issued its decisionin the

Gates/King case brought by
SCOPE and the California Oaks Con-
servancy. This project will destroy

I n November the 2nd Appell ate

built. But asimilar scenario ma-
nipul ating water resources would be
much harder to fix and would have
even more dire consequences than
the energy crisis.

as awake up cal to Southern Cali-
fornia. We must take better care of
our own regional water sources. We
must not look to Northern California
rivers © that we can pave over our
own recharge areas, concrete our 1o-
cd streams and poll ute our aquifers.
Locd governments must become
sensitive to these mncernsand pro-
tect these resources to ensure the
eoonomic health of their communi-
ties.

1400 aks and aridgeline in spite
of City Ordinances supposedly pro-
tecting both o these. Severa
groups have dhallenged the aca-

“Accurate and honest disclosure|as often accursin appellate opin-
of available water resources is|ions, some of the most important
Imperative to good planning.”

citations appear in the footnotes.
The "transfer" referred to below is

racy and validity of the underlying
information regarding water supply
for projects such asthisin the Santa
ClaritaValley andthe validity of wa-
ter transfers, arguing that the avail-
able water is being over-stated. The
Courts have ggread with these ewi-
ronmental groupsin the past and con-
tinueto agree Thereis a statewide
concern that we may be getting our-
selvesinto acrisis with water similar
to that of the Enronfiasco with en-
ergy. More power plants can be

i

e

Accurate and hanest disclosure
of available water resourcesisim-
perative to good ganning. Full dis-
closure through the EIR processis
thefirst line of protectionfor the
puldic and will hdp ensurethe sudtain-
ability of our water resourcesthrough
puldicdiscusson d dl rdevant issies.

This opinion,coming onthe
heds of the recent CalFed dedsion,
and kuil ding on several previous
related decisions, may also be seen

the 41,000 AF Monterey transfer
from Northern Californiathat the
Monterey Settlement Agreement
(signed by Castaic) stated would not
be final until the new statewide EIR
was completed. CLWA hasof course
bean ignoring their agreement.
i Fromthe Dedsion:
"Gate King contends that there is
"simply no reason to believe that the
transfer will be reversed," and that "it
must be presumed” that Castaic "will
eventually be &leto prepare an ade-
quate EIR." According to Gate King, to
argue that Castaic should not be dlowed
to rely on the 41,000 AFY for planning
purpases gives greger weight to a theo-
reticd possbili ty than to an environ-
mental redity, "turning CEQA onits
head." We are inclined to agree with
SCOPE that it is Gate King which turns
CEQA on its head with its argument,
which suggests that the environmental
review of the 41,000AFY transfer is"an
exercisein futility because the pre-
ordained autcome of the processis con-
tinued use of the 41,000

We note the Friends | trial court, in
refusing to enjoin Castaic’s use of the
41,000 AFY, found petitioner’s conten-
tion that the water would be used to ap-
prove new development was
"speaulative & thistime," but stated that
the petitioner could renew its application
to prohibit Castaic from using the water
for development "based upon evidence
of the ac¢ual use of such additional water
for purposes it considersimproper."”
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Clean Money Campaign in Santa Clarita-
|s there aproblem with how we fund our local e ections?

by Carol Lutness

Al over the muntry, people ae
beginning to understand that
adopting CLEAN MONEY restores
the public trust in our elected
officials. Candidateslikeit becaise
they doni't have to be fundraising all
the time, giving them time to focus
onwhat they were deded to da
represent the people, not speaad
interests. The cost isminimal. For a
Santa Clarita el ection, the cost would
probably be around$3-5 per voter.

Imagine what investing atiny bit of
money coud do for SantaClarita. The
people, na developer interest, woud
determine our rate of growth, the
utili zetion of our resources and be better
abletoimproveour ar qudity, traffic
flow, improveinfrastructure and
prevent over-crowded schools. The
same forcesthat have corrupted politi cs
in Sacramento and WashingtonD. C.
have @rrupted our locd Santa Clarita

padliti cd system. Devel oper interests
now primarily financelocd elediors.
We have seen how this has
undermined the mora authaority and
weakened the paliti cd courage of our
leaders. With Water Board races now
costing over $50,000 per candidate
and City Courril races costing over
$100,000, it isimpasshble for someone
nat tied to ahuge corporate bankroll to
be dected to any pditi cd officehere
intheValley. Itistimefor the people
to regain control over locd politi cs.
CLEAN MONEY, asygem of
puli ¢ financed dedions, will make
our officid acoountable to voters, na
big-money donass. (See www.
Cadean.org) . It isavoluntary, nan-
partisan system in which a anddate
agreesto naither coll ect private
cortributions nar spend their own
money on their campaign.
Morelnfo- 661 793632

Clean MoneyA Success
in Arizona & Maine

i The number of minority and

women candidates running for of-
ficehas dgnificantly increased.

xIn 200483% of the 77% of the
Maine House was eleded running
Clean Money campaigns.

x Up from 30% in 200Q in 2004 78%
of al candidates ran Clean Money
campaigns with 86% of Democratic
candidates and 71% of Republicans
running Clean Money campaigns.

x Voter turnout has increased and
candidates put voters concerns first

x In Arizonain 2004 55% of all can-
didates ran Clean Money campaigns
and 10 aut of 11 statewide Cleanly
Eleded candidates now hold offices.

xClean Money incumbents now make
up 4M%6 of the Arizona Legidature.

x Cleanly elected moderate Republi-
cans made the differencein helping
Arizona pass a balanced budget that
moved $1 hlli on into social pro-
grams.
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Groups to Protect River
(Continued from page 1)

Cdlifornia’slast mgjor livingrivers
by failing to addressthe cumulative
impads of its permitson theriver's
resources.

The Santa Clara River is one of the

most important river systemsin
California, providing clean water to
communiti es, habitat for nearly a
dozen threaened and endangered
species, including amphibians,
reptiles, fish, insects, plants and
birds. It providesarare glimpse of
what al of our riverslooked like
before bad planning, concrete and
greed destroyed them. The River is
also ore of the most culturaly rich
areas in southern Cdiforniaand
many tribes can locate ancestral

vill ages within the river valley.
Destruction d the river habitat used
by the ancestors of the Tataviam,
Chumash and Serrano peopleis
harmful to tribal cultural
maintenance and revitalization
efforts. The ACOE neelsto
recognize the value andimportance
of the Santa Clara River and uphdd
its federal responsibility of no ret

Old Glory Pico Oak inits new locaion in Pico Canyon Park

lossof wetlandsand protection d
criticaly endangered spedes and
cultural resources.

“Inthe last few yeasthe U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers have
rubber-stamped hundeds of permits
onthe Santa Clara River and its
tributaries without looking at the
cumulative effects,” said lleene
Anderson o the Center for
Biological Diversity. “This
piecemed approach isquickly rip
rapping and concreting the Santa
ClaraRiver to death.”

“We urgently need to take adion
now to force the Corps of Enginees
to obey the law if we aeto savethe
river,” said Ron Bottorff, Friends of
the Santa Clara River. After many
yeas of attending public hearings
and writing scientifically
substantiated comment letters that
wereignored, Ronsaid hefelt there
was no choice left but to take legal
adionto protect theriver from
further degradation.

The ACOE continuesto ignore the
best available science. Audubmn
Cdlifornia’ s Important Bird Areas
pubication authored, by Danidl S.
Cooper, list theriver as having
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critical biological resources and
further referencestheriver as
“teetering onthe brink of disaster.”
American Rivers designated the
Santa Clara as one of the “most
endangered riversin the nation.”
The Southcoast Missng Linkages
Projed identifies the River and
several of itstributaries as critical
movement corridors for terrestrial
and aguatic wildlife. The National
Marine Fisheries Service has listed
the Santa Clara River Watershed as
a wore watershed for recovery
eff orts of southern steelheal trout.
In a allective statement from
many concerned groups that
suppated the adion, spedkers
stated that over 95 percent of
Cdifornia's rivers and wetlands
have been lost and countless
cultural resources destroyed. The
Santa Clara River is home to rare
species that once flourished in Los
Angeles, San Gabried and Santa
Ana Rivers, al of which have been
channelized to a large extent, and
no longer function naturaly. The
Santa Clara River is part of
America's natural and cultural
legacy and must be protected for
future generations.
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Quigley Visits Old Glory for Earth Day

(Continued from page 1)

On April 21st, John Quigley joined SCOPE
members, participantsin the 2002treesit and 5th
graders from New Schod in Santa Monicaunder
Old Glory’s realing branches to cdebrate the
oak’s aurvival and eath day.

Rabbi Mark Blaze began the event by talking
about the spiritual importance of treesand Hessng
the treg the people, and our care for it.

Johntalked about what it was liketo sit in atree
for 71 days. He dso talked about the importance of
treesin our world, how they clean the dr and reduce
CO2 emisdonsthat cause global warming.

And of course, the last topic was the importance
of civic involvement on behalf of our communities
and the environment. As Margaret Mead oncesaid ,
“Never doubt that a few committed individuals can

change the world. Indeed, that isthe only thing that
ever does.” Old Glory certainly proves that!
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Visit SCOPE at our booth at 3 j,
City of Santa Clarita’s 5&3
Arbor Day Celebration %\@

Central Park, Ny
Saturday, May 6, g@

10 anto 2pm &%
Thisevent is held to educate X \

residents abou the benefits of trees 2%
, as part of the world-recognized Ar- %\;@7
bor Day hdiday. Centra Parkis =
/ |ocated at 27150Bouquet Canyon %E
v Road. R
The City’s 17" annual Arbor g%

5“ |
; ", Day Celebration will feature live é\\v
g% X c;[ertau nment, food, treeplanting g%
ksh d f en-
e s eis vy éﬁ
g%thefree event, whichisputon by X
the City’s Neighbarhoad Led-Out
The City will be givi
é;% 1000freetreand ree reemuich b
é\\” also be alarge dlide, “moon g%
v, the kids. A rock climbi al and
g% th: Clltj s pgrjﬁm(cz)éxrlne Iv?/ﬁ IV\iaI soal;]e g%
“O al for Arbor D t Ny
é\:i\% show rue;gt;)entsor:wvr |rcr)1rpor61?yarl1tS troees é\%@‘
g';@ areto our community andto give g';@
%@ carefor their environment,” said
v, Robert Sar Arborist/Su
g% fo? thet Clt)}aI r1/Verneoertlj werr;/irr\gssr g%
utati d d beautiful
%@ prcetolive:
Nirk
g}%)RU PRUH LQI RUPDWRQ WH gg@
&HOHEUDWLRQ@REWBW WK
g% . &LW\ DW g%

ivities, children’s activities, a
é\»g%‘ the community isinvited to attend
&
Program %@
to those in attendance. There will
%@ bource” and bucket truck rides for é\»g%‘
Y set up providing funfor al ages. é\\v
them the knowledge they need to ‘
&
help to maintain the City’sgrea . ‘} i
%@ JDUGLQJ WKH $UERU D\ gg@‘
&g
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M oreon schodls...

(Continued from page 2)

Valley sited onamajor highway.
Children would be exposed to
traffic noise and air poll ution and
would not be aleto safely walk
to schod. The developer
harangued us for trying to
“STOP’ the schod andthe pubic
seamed to fall for this ludicrous
tactic. Recently, community

xwy  School parents demonstrated to

try to downsize Pico Canyon Rd.,

,  because they were concerned
. abou exactly these issues, saf ety

and the eff ects of noise and air

v, pdlution onthe children. They

were complaining abou the very
hedth isaues that SCOPE was
chided for bringing up during the
planning process We supported
their effortsto downsize Pico
Canyon Rd. and will help where
ever possible

Why isit that when SCOPE or
any other environmenta group
wants to preserve astream or
save oaks or not have schools
placed where children can’'t walk
to them, are we accused of
stopping schools? Becauseit is
often alittle more expensive to
build to save the stream. Or
perhaps the optimal place for the
school isreally where the

developer would like to make more
money on a shopping center, etc.
In short, our concerns don't have
anything to dowith stoppng
schools. They just cut into the
developer’s profit margin. Itisa
ludicrous, but unfortunately
effedive tactic, to say the
environmentalists are stopping
schools. It isaway of obscuring
the funding, safety, health and
planning issues that school boards
and aur community shoud be
addressing.

After the proven fall acy of
guestionable PR campaigns saying
that environmentalists are stopping
schools (there stands Rio Vista Jr.
High to proveit!, in spite of
Newhall Land’'s snea campaign),
| am sure our community istoo
smart to fall for the use of this
ludicrous tactic again.

People who care @out the
environment also care passionately
abou goodschools and hedthy
children. If adeveloper or the
Building Indwstry Associationtells
you dfferently, just look at the
history of thisissuein our valey. |
ask youto judge for yourself who
istelling the truth and whois
merely running asmea campaign
to get their projeds approved..
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Family Nature Walk Every Saturday 11-Noon

Animal Presentation Every Saturday 1to 2 pm
Voluntea Orientation First Saturday of month 10-11am
Trail Tean First and third Sunday of month 9:00am
Bird Wak Seoond Saturday of month 9-11 am

Wild Sundays Seaond Sunday 10-11am

Reptil e Club third Sunday 1:00-2:0pam For kids 7-17
Waterfal Hike Fourth Sunday 9:00to Noon
Moonlight Hike Third Friday 6:00to 7:00 pm
Campfire Programs Fourth Saturday 6to 7 pm

Junior Rangers Fourth Sunday 2-4pm Ages 6-12

A happening on the

River
Sunday May 14" 5:00-7:00pm

YTKHS5YHU,V 2 XU
3DLDGH -

Thisevent is organized by Cal-
Arts gudents. Cometo spedate
or participate!

Dance, music, costume, art &
performanceto celebrate the
Santa Clara River on
Mothers Day

Med at the Pavilli ons parking
|ot on the southwest corner

Towdey Canyon Park
2425 TheOld Roal, Nenhal,

i Sat5/65:30-7:30 p.m.
Wildflower hike

i S 5/125:30- 7:30 p.m. Bythe
Light of the Silvery Moon Walk
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Official SCOPE Membership Application and Donation Form
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%o Regular Single Membership, 5 %0 Regular Family Membership, $35
%o Sustaining Membership for: %0 $50 %o $75 %0 $100 %o $500

Make checks out to SCOPE.

NAME Clip or copy thisform and mail to
SCOPE

ADDRESS P.O. Box 1182
Santa Clarita, CA
PHONE 91386-1182

eMAIL Donations are tax deductible to the

extent permitted by law

Santa Clara River Action Fund

Y our donation for this cause will help us pay court costs and legal fees to chall enge projects which intrude on the run of the Santa
Clara River, and for Santa Clara River preservation.

%0 $10 %o $20 %o $50 %o $100 %o Other %o | can offer the foll owing services:

Donate at your workplace SCOPE isaregistered United Way Charity.
Just designate Santa Clarita Org. for Planning the Environment on your donation

Focus on
Non-Profit Org.
SCO PE U.S. Postage
PAID
A Quarterly newsletter of the S;?argtl atli?égg A
Santa Clarita Organization for Planning the Environment

Post OfficeBox 1182
Canyon Country, CA 913861182

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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